
Mayor Adler & Austin City Council: 

 

I wholeheartedly support the efforts of STOP CANDLEWOOD group and the entire Northwest 
Austin community to stop the Candlewood Suites purchase on Pecan Park Blvd. for permanent 
supportive housing for people experiencing homelessness. 

I ask that the Council reconsider this purchase, and listen to the community on this important 
issue.  You need only look to the recent Proposition B/Camping Ordinance results to 
understand that the majority of Austinites are disappointed, frustrated, and almost certainly 
less safe under the current homeless policy – including the homeless themselves.  Now is the 
perfect opportunity to step back, engage the community, and collaborate on a homeless 
strategy that meets the needs of both business and homeowners as well as people experiencing 
homelessness.   

There are many reasons to stop this purchase – too many to go into great detail in this letter.  
But they include: 

 Whether the Candlewood Suites purchase and operating cost are cost-effective to serve 
relatively few people (plus remodeling costs, moving out long term residents, etc.) 

 If the purchase is worth dealing with multiple lawsuits from impacted businesses as well as 
Williamson County, which will file suit the moment the property is purchased 

 If the City fully understands the public safety impacts on neighboring businesses and 
residences; APD crime data points to increases in crime near current Austin PSH hotels 

 If the PSH hotel strategy is truly superior to other far more cost-effective and outcome-
effective solutions like Haven for Hope in San Antonio and Community First 

 If the City would benefit from first engaging the community in a series of town halls and 
information sessions – as the City’s Motel Conversion FAQ calls for 

 If the people Candlewood intends to serve truly have access to nearby health, transit, and 
support services relative to just about anywhere else in Austin 

This decision will impact Northwest Austin for years to come.  All of this could have been 
avoided had the City learned its lesson from the 2019 attempt to place a shelter in District 5, 
and instead developed a constructive, transparent, and systematized approach to engaging 
impacted communities.   

I hope the Council will be remembered as being transparent, thoughtful, and deliberative for 
having the wisdom to abandon the purchase of the Candlewood Suites, rather than be 
remembered as heavy-handed and oblivious to the lives of hardworking families and taxpayers 
who have already been burdened with a flawed homeless policy that has been adrift for nearly 
two years. 

Sincerely, 


